WINDING, WARPING, AND WEAVING
Fig. 56 illustrates a sizing room with two slasher sizing
machines at the far end and sets of back beams in front.
Ball Sizing.
This is the system of sizing that was being developed
along with the dressing frame. It has altered very little
during recent years. The system consists of three opera-
tions, sizing, drying, and reballing, and three separate
machines are used. Sometimes the sizing and drying
machines are connected, but the reballing machine is
separate. The ball warps, made by the mill warper,
sectional warper, or beam warper, and afterwards balled,
are sized by this method.
This ball form is simply for the convenience of handling.
The ball is taken to the sizer and unwound, the rope of
yarn is passed through the boiling size, and is afterwards
dried on hot cylinders, and the threads spread out and
run on to the weaver's beam. The work of sizing is done
by men who are well organized as a trade. They are in
receipt of good wages, usually about four guineas or
more per week.
Looming and Drawing.
The beams holding sized warp, varying from 500 to
1,000 yd. in length, are now taken into the looming room,
where the threads of the beam are attached to thehealds
and reed. The frame for drawing-in (Fig, 57) or looming
is a simple one, and consists of an upright skeleton frame
fitted with appliances for holding the beam of yarn, the
set of healds, and the reed. The operator sits in front of
the reed and, selecting threads from the beam, draws
them through the healds and the reed. The operator
inserts a hooked implement through a dent in the reed,
then through the correct heald eye, and his assistant at
the back places a thread on the hook which is then
drawn to the front. The healds are for the purpose of
raising the threads in the loom as required to form the
pattern of the cloth. The reed may be described as a